
DESIGN RESEARCH ON THE CITY OF THE FUTURE

How can we design and develop a transformation area 
in an integral way into an attractive and future-proof 
urban environment? This is the the central question of 
the research project Stad van de Toekomst (City of the 
Future).

This question is motivated by urgent social as well as 
local tasks in the urban areas, varying from housing de-
mand, social inclusiveness, new economy, climate ad-
aptation, and the like, taking into account the transitions 
in	energy,	mobility,	circularity	and	digitization.	Based	on
future scenarios, the aim and intended results of this 
study are to obtain insights into the central and local 
questions in order to inform integral area development 
from systems and networks. In addition, also transitions 
to other spatial conditions are addressed. Such insights 
can	have	significance	for	the	developments	of	a	num-
ber of locations, and contribute to the policy of local 
and central governments.

The study was initiated from the Ministry of Infra-
structure and Water Management (Min.IenW) in close 
coordination with the BNA (The Royal Institute of Dutch 
Architects), Delft University of Technology/DIMI (Delft 
Deltas, Infrastructures & Mobility Initiatives) and the 
Delta Metropolis Association. Other project partners 
involved are the Ministry of Internal Affairs (Min.BiZa) 
and the municipalities of Amsterdam, Eindhoven, The 
Hague, Rotterdam and Utrecht.

The	five	biggest	cities	of	the	Netherlands	have	to
contend with a growing number of inhabitants. They all 
have to deal with compaction and expansion. Each of 
these	five	cities	Stad van de Toekomst appointed a 1 ×
1	km	transformation	area	to	be	analyzed,	researched
and designed by two interdisciplinary teams of archi-
tects, urbanists, city planners, visionaries, engineers 
and	sociologists	–	for	the	five	cities	there	are	in	total
ten multidisciplinary teams of practitioners fully involved 
with	the	project.	This	size	of	the	1	km	‘window’	is	con-
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sidered necessary because many different functions 
and spatial issues come together and are visible at 
once. These windows have in common the challenge 
of dealing with the existing city and, at the same time, 
with	an	urban	densification	assignment.	They	serve
as test locations for new insights that can also be 
used	in	other	places	where	further	urbanization	takes
place.

In Amsterdam it is about a port and business area 
which is already in the process of being redeveloped 
at this very moment. In Eindhoven this is a district de-
fined	by	offices	and	broad	roads	adjacent	to	the	main
railway station. The Rotterdam site is a car-oriented 
office	and	megastore/shopping	mall	area.	Utrecht	is
about a city periphery with fragmented mono-func-
tional areas and the site in The Hague is a fragment-
ed area with three stations and trespassed by various 
railway tracks, large city roads and a motorway. 

In this very realistic design brief, Stad van de Toe-
komst brings together designers, stakeholders, mu-
nicipalities	and	academia	in	order	to	find	answers	on
the central question for the near future where various 
essential transitions will most probably take place. 
The design teams will do this in a speculative man-
ner, from current as well as known developments and 
techniques, and on the basis of explicit assumptions. 
In different plenary meetings all stakeholders and ex-
perts	are	invited	to	present	and	criticize	the	findings
of the design teams.

DESIGN STUDY STAD VAN DE TOEKOMST

Starting point of the design study is the large system 
transitions that are necessary for the fundamental 
social tasks that we face. These system transitions 
concern energy supply, mobility systems, circulari-
ty	of	raw	materials	and	digitalization	based	on	ICT.
De Stad van de Toekomst depends on the extent to 
which these transitions can be given a place as part 
of a new daily living environment. The transformation 

of the city from the current situation to a new situ-
ation of such complex and interlocking systems is 
far-reaching and yet unknown.

In addition, the system transitions have a major im-
pact	on	societal	tasks	such	as	progressive	urbaniza-
tion, regional and urban accessibility and climate ad-
aptation, which for instance must ensure that we can 
better control extreme rainfall or long-term drought.

Urbanization	is	the	main	theme	of	the	design	study.
Amsterdam bursts at the seams and Eindhoven is 
looking for urbanity. The Hague already knows where 
the	densification	should	take	place	and	Utrecht	is	still 
looking	for	the	right	locations	for	densification.

The design study is not looking for classic area devel-
opment solutions, but for new ways of thinking about 
the city, which should be based on how the different 
transitions can work to the advantage of the area.
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