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The City of the Future,
Revealing the potential of territories as action sites

PACT and Delft University of Technology, Faculty of Architecture and the Built Environment, in the context of Biennale Sessions, Special Program for Higher Education Institutions at La Biennale di Venezia's 16th International Architecture Exhibition are pleased to welcome you at the Biennale Session in Venice the 20–22 September.
Introduction
It is urgent to address the quality of urban environments, and focus on the coherence of their economy, ecology, and social dimension. This means a major shift in the attitude of planning approaches. Top down governance and urban planning models are now not anymore sufficient and often seen as a bygone era. There is a need of establishing new urban politics, revealing the potential of territories as action sites. Public governance must create synergies with citizens and stakeholders for a new economic and social élan: a future proof urban environment ensuring the social, cultural and democratic foundation for which European Cities are known.

The criteria of such political debate arise from practical experience of the city and from the aspirations of its citizens regarding what is the common good. 

This Biennale Session aims to bring a substantial contribution to the preparation of new European Union programmes after 2020.

The Urban Agenda at Venice Biennale
The adoption of the Pact of Amsterdam in 2016  (http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/policy/themes/urban-development/agenda/pact-of-amsterdam.pdf) marked a turning point in 
making the European Urban Agenda a reality. The momentum on urban issues has not only been emerging in the EU but also globally with the adoption of the New Urban Agenda by the United Nations.

“The EU Urban Agenda promotes the creation of evidence-based knowledge and the exchange of good practices. This requires the issues to be addressed in an integrated way, with input and collaboration of experts and practitioners from different policy fields.” (COM 2017)

Programme 
The programme of the Biennale Session consists of three days in Venice: a visit to the Architecture Biennale on day one, a Students preparatory workshop on day two, and the Venice Biennale Session Round Table on the third day. Its content is stemming from the Dutch BNA Research Project City of the Future and the Reinventing Paris call.

The City of the Future
The BNA (Royal Institute of Dutch Architects) Research Project ‘Stad van de Toekomst’ (City of the Future) is motivated by urgent social and local tasks in urban areas, varying from of housing demand, social inclusiveness, new economy, climate adaptation, and the like, and the transitions in the areas of energy, mobility, circularity and digitization, and matches the challenges of a future cohesion policy. Based on future scenarios, the aim and intended results of this study are to obtain insight into central and local questions in order to inform integral area development from systems to networks. In addition, also transitions to other spatial conditions are addressed. Such insights can have significance for the developments of a number of locations, and contribute to the policy of local and central governments. Ten different multidisciplinary design teams from practice working on five Dutch cities (Rotterdam, Amsterdam, Den Haag, Utrecht and Eindhoven) conduct this design research project. Their ideas are tested in local ateliers, including local stakeholders and experts from municipalities and practice. The conclusions are presented at plenary project meetings with local and national authorities and consultants, and will thus play a role in the final decision-making on a national level.

The same framework from this Research Study is used for a TU Delft Master Studio. Like the practitioners the master students investigate a 1 × 1 km location in an appointed city in which the needs for specific spatial and infrastructural transformation are enclosed. In a multidisciplinary setting, students develop a design research for these locations in order to envision more attractiveness, better spatial performance and aiming at a sustainable urban environment. 

Reinventing Paris 

The “Reinventing Paris call for projects, besides other Paris and Paris Metropolis calls and policies, enables to experiment and give concrete shape to the range of innovations that Paris and its metropolitan area are needing. Far from limiting to merely architectural audacity, projects can address innovation in all its dimensions. The objective is not to innovate on all fronts but to seek out, for each site, the most pertinent type of innovation and reveal cutting-edge solutions. Paris is facing massive environmental challenges that call for original solutions, e.g. the investments in the Périphérique and in all the abandoned spaces that often represent the future of Paris metropolis. Lastly, innovating is just as much doing something different as doing something differently. In other words, the whole project design can be a source of innovation: from the set up of the team to the consultation with local residents, from site management to financing.
Workshop objectives
In this workshop the design visions produced so far are to be seen as the background for a fundamental debate on the role of spatial design as an integrating force in city making, combining the many (sometimes conflicting) interests at stake: economy, socio-ecology, climate adaptation, and mobility. The emphasis in the workshop will be on the process rather than the outcome. The objective is to identify new logic, experimental approaches, interrelating private sector (civil society, SMES, developers) and public sector (local, regional and national governance) by designing (urbanism, architecture, infrastructure) with an integrated disciplinary approach. The designer is a process manager, using design as a means of communication. Which examples can be given of successful interactions between students, local authorities and professional designers? How can such interaction be achieved or improved and which organizational conditions are needed? Which formal and informal constraints are blocking such interaction and how can these be taken away? How will this influence the future academic education and research and the practice of architects and urban designers? How can domination of the planning process by private interest be avoided? How can these evidence-based insights meet the expectations towards the next step of the EU Urban Agenda and Research and Development programmes? 
Programme

Thursday 20 September: visit to La Biennale
11.00: Welcome at French Pavilion in the Giardini of the Biennale: presentation of the Biennale Session, Visit of the Pavilion by the French Curators. All students and professors meet in front of the French pavilion in the Giardini. The curators (Encore Heureux office) give a presentation of their alternative way of city making, re-using and re-developing existing sites in the city. 
Visit to the Architecture Biennale, Giardini and Arsenale: see list of recommended pavilions attached (attachment 1). 
Optional:
16.00 – 17.30: possibility to be present at the Round Table ‘Nouvelles Utopies et Futurs Urbains’ organised by the SNCF at the French Pavilion (see attachment 2).

17:00: possibility to attend a cocktail at Palazzo Mora, at the ECC European Cultural Center (which was initiated by PACT) at Strada Nuova #3659, after the Award Ceremony and Debate of the ‘Young Talent Architecture Award 2018’ organized by the Fundació Mies van der Rohe as an extension of the European Union Prize for Contemporary Architecture – Mies van der Rohe Award. 

The ceremony and debate will take place at Palazzo Michiel (Strada Nuova, 4391, 30121 Campo Santi Apostoli, Venice) from 14:00 to 18:00h. 

After the ceremony at Palazzo Michiel, the cocktail will begin at 17:00 at Palazzo Mora (see http://miesbcn.com/calendar/ytaa-2018-awards-ceremony-in-venice/)

Friday 21 September: workshop

Workshop day at Iuav University of Venice, classroom C, Location: Cotonificio Veneziano di Santa Marta.
09:30 Arrival

10:00 Welcome (Esther Giani, Iuav)
10:00 Introduction European Urban Agenda (Joost van Iersel, PACT)

10:20 introduction City of the future (Jutta Hinterleitner, BNA)

10:30 presentation of Reinventing Paris policy (name t.b.c, Paris)

10:50 workshop briefing (Roberto Cavallo, TU Delft)

11:00 workshop in 5 groups (see attachment 3)

All students and accompanying professors are mixed into five groups. Each group has two or three TU Delft students that start the discussion by presenting their approach and perspectives on the 5 Dutch cities (max. 30 min.); see https://www.bna.nl/onderzoeks-project/stad-van-de-toekomst/
Students from the other universities are spread evenly over the five groups. The following universities are joining (for accompanying professors and staff see separate document).
· TU Delft, Faculty of Architecture and the Built Environment 
· Università Iuav di Venezia 
· Università della Calabria 

· Politecnico di Milano, Department of Architecture and Urban Studies

· Université Internationale de Rabat, Architecture Faculty 

· Sapienza University of Rome, Architecture Department 
The groups then question how the project can be instrumental to create a sustainable environment (societal and climate change), accommodate new economy and engage political decision makers and private stakeholders during the process. 

Reinventing Paris is presented as a reference project, in which new methods of design approaches are tested. The emphasis is here on the implementation process rather that the research and design process: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OnUfoCOb74s
http://www.reinventer.paris/2015-2016/en/notice/   

http://urbanlab.parisandco.paris/Quartiers-d-Innovation-Urbaine/Qu-est-ce-qu-un-Quartier-d-innovation-urbaine
Please note: there is no lunch offered: sandwiches and drinks are available at the Iuav cafeteria.

14:00
the Dutch practitioners and experts involved in the BNA Study ‘City of the Future’ and the Paris representatives arrive. They are divided over the 5 groups to show their approach, give a reality check on the preliminary results so far and assist to draw conclusions.

17:00
Illustrated conclusions/proposals are presented in a plenary session

18:00
round table discussion with professors/critics

18:45
final conclusions and closing of the workshop

19:30 Vaporetto to visit the Caserma Pepe at Lido

Saturday 22 September: Biennale Session

10.00 - 12.30 Biennale Session at Tese dei Soppalchi, Arsenale (next to the Italian Pavilion at the far end of the Arsenale) 
Agenda

10:00: Presentation of the conclusions/proposals by five groups of students and professionals (moderated by Roberto Cavallo). The experts will identify how European cities are already entering a new era of urban transformation and how education, research, professional practice and public governance should anticipate. 

11:00:
 Round table discussion chaired by Joost van Iersel on how these conclusions/proposals can contribute to the discourse on next EU Programmes.

The panel consists of the PACT, TUD, BNA, Paris, Prof. Ilaria Valente and the accompanying professors of the other five universities. The experts and public authorities present are actively engaged and invited to give their feedback during the discussion. 
During the Biennale Session the following issues will be addressed:

· Lessons from practice to policy: the Urban Agenda requires evidence-based innovation.

· The role of experimentation as a breeding ground for new processes: the adoption of the Pact of Amsterdam has acknowledged the importance of experimentation to innovate the way current urban challenges are faced. 

· How can the City of the Future project and Reinventing Paris calls offer testing grounds for new, inventive approaches in European cities? 

· Recommendations for practice, governance and academic research and education. 
                  12:00:
 Conclusions on what issues to address in Brussels during the European Week of Regions and Cities in October.
Participants

See separate document for the list of participants (students, professors/faculty and practitioners/experts)







· 
· 
· 
· 


Extramural

14:30
- 16:00   meeting to prepare the EWRC (place t.b.c; see separate document)
Registration

After registration of all students, the Biennale will issue a 3-day entrance ticket for students and two accompanying professors for 20 euro each. These payments will be coordinated by PACT. All others pay 23,50 euro per day to enter the Biennale. Tickets are available at https://labiennale.vivaticket.it/index.php?nvpg[sell]&cmd=tabellaPrezzi&pcode=6642512&tcode=tl011686 or at the ticket office in the Giardini and the Arsenale.


Please note: all drinks and food are at the participant’s own expense. In the Giardini and the Arsenale students get a discount on presentation of the student card.
Attachments:
1. Recommended pavilions to visit on 20 September

2. 
3. Round Table ‘Nouvelles Utopies et Futurs Urbains’, 20 September

4. Composition of the 5 student teams (workshop 21 September)
5. Article ‘From city as centre to metropolitan area’ by Frederic Mialet (on the first consultation in 2008)
6. Organizers
7. Practical information how to get around

Separate documents:
· Agenda for the preparatory meeting EWRC (22 September)

· List of participating students, professors/faculty and experts
Attachment 1: Recommended pavilions (relevant to the workshop topics) to visit on 20 September
Giardini

France: Infinite Places, constructing buildings or places?
Curators: Encore Heureux (Nicola Delon, Julien Choppin, Sébastien Eymard)

« infinite places are pioneering places that explore and experiment with collective processes for dwelling in the world and for building community. These are open, possible, an-finished places that establish free spaces and the search for alternatives. 

In the face of the enormous challenge of our time- in which ecological challenges conflict with the dominance of commercial economy, at a time of withdrawal into nationalist identities and authoritarism, it is all the more urgent to maintain hope. To find inspiration in experiments. » 

Denmark: Possible Spaces

Curatorin: Natalie Mossin

« the four Danish projects showcase some of the specific strengths of the Danish architectural tradition: interdisciplinary collaboration, and a very keen on sustainability, a Danish story through interdisciplinary alliances and across sectors and communities » 

Czech Republic: UNES-CO

Curatorin: Katerina Seda

“the Czech and Slovak pavilion becomes the site of UNES-CO’s headquarter. Houses nobody lives. Shops nobody needs. Streets where people don’t interact but avoid one another. These are typical of social exclusion zones- but also of some of the world’s most beautiful heritage sites.  Founded in 2018, UNES-CO company is aiming to call attention to urge plight if many cities when they become UNESCO cultural heritage sites”

Egypt: The Roba Becciah -The informal City

Curators: Islam Elmashtooly and Mouaz Abouzaid

« the Roba Becciah represents for the Curators an important metaphor of the anthropological-urban condition of the contemporary world. Therefore, the design of « the urban market » seeks rethinking the role of free space within the dense morphological and social fabric of the City » 

Central Pavilion: A City of comings and goings

Curators: Crimson Architectural Historians

“what do we think about change? What new policies could accommodate inclusion? how can cities respond, absorb, and facilitate change and opportunity? At a practical and physical level, how can architecture, urbanism, spatial and economic policies combine to make a better world?”

+ Dutch Pavilion and Swiss Pavilion (Golden Lion).

Arsenale

Italy: Arcipelago Italia

Curator: Mario Cucinella

« in Arcipelago Italia presents stories that prima facie may seem marginal with respect to public debate but which have however proved to be significant in people’s lives and in our professional practice. In choosing the projects to be exhibited at the Pavilion, we focus more on designs than on names. We wanted a strong message on to visitors, especially younger ones: architecture is a serious business, and complicated one. To design and build something glamorous doesn’t make automatically make you an architect”

In the City

Estonia: Weak Monument

Curators: Laura Rinsi, Roland Reema, Tadeas Riha

“the title itself- Weak Monument- is an oxymoron, a rhetorical device that offers fresh perspectives on how recognize politics in any built form”

Luxembourg: The Architecture of a Common Ground

Curator: LUCA Luxembourg Centre for Architecture

“the exhibition highlights the importance of land and property for architecture and urban planning: privatisation as well as speculation, especially with urban land, has rise dramatically in the past decade. The project draws attention to this striking lack of public land”

At Lido

Caserma Pepe: Experienza Pepe

Curators: Biennale Urban Association, Association Lieux Infinis, Encore Heureux.

“as a practical, concrete and local counterpart to the experiments displayed here, the Experienza Pepe is an act of research-in-action and an expression of a collective will. Thanks to a one year temporary occupation convention, Biennale Urbana invite Lieux Infinis Association to design and to organize a transdisciplinary residences, events and visits, in association with inhabitants of the Lido and elsewhere”

Attachment 2 : Round Table ‘Nouvelles Utopies et Futurs Urbains’
Table ronde. NOUVELLES UTOPIES ET FUTURS URBAINS 

Lieu : Pavillon Français, Biennale d’Architecture de Venise
Date : 20 septembre 2018 – de 15h50 à 17h30
Face aux crises écologiques, sociales et économiques de la ville contemporaine, le renouveau actuel des utopies urbaines invite à de nouvelles manières de penser et produire la ville de demain. 
A l’occasion de cette table ronde, SNCF convie penseurs, élus et opérationnels à s’interroger sur les nouvelles utopies contemporaines autour d’un objectif : réinventer ensemble des futurs possibles et envisager des manières alternatives de transformer nos villes.  
En effet, les utopies urbaines ne reposent plus sur l’ambition de concevoir des cités idéales, mais sur la volonté d’inventer et donner à voir de nouveaux modèles. Matérielles ou immatérielles, ces utopies urbaines peuvent se concrétiser en certains lieux - mobiles ou immobiles, temporaires ou pérennes, macroscopiques ou micros – dont les dix lieux infinis présentés par le Pavillon Français durant la Biennale d’Architecture de Venise sont des exemples emblématiques. Espaces d’une inventivité renouvelée, ces nouvelles utopies urbaines explorent et expérimentent dès aujourd’hui les nouvelles manières d’agir de demain : « Les utopies ne sont souvent que des vérités prématurées » (Alphonse de Lamartine).
Ces utopies peuvent-elles offrir des solutions pour affronter les crises de l’urbain ? Quels sont les impacts possibles de ces utopies sur nos manières de penser et transformer la ville à l’aune des besoins et enjeux de demain ? Comment rendre possible leur mise en œuvre et comment les intégrer au sein des projets urbains ? 
Table ronde animée par Vianney Delourme (Enlarge Your Paris), avec la participation de Benoit Quignon (SNCF Immobilier), Nicola Delon (Encore Heureux), Michel Lussault (professeur et chercheur), Carine Petit (Mairie du 14ème arrondissement de Paris), Paul Delduc, Grégoire Ducret (Croix Rouge) et le pavillon allemand. 
Attachment 3: Composition of the 5 student teams (workshop 21 September)
For all names of students, professors and experts see separate list of participants.

Amsterdam: 
Mesut Ulkü (TU Delft)

Thomas Dillon Peynado (TU Delft)
POLIMI students

Rotterdam: 
Fikri Yalvaç (TU Delft)

Saskia Gribling (TU Delft)

Iuav students

The Hague: 
Tim Li (TU Delft)

Jos Kenter (TU Delft)

University of Rabat and La Sapienze students
Utrecht: 
Jasper Rouwenhorst (TU Delft)

Marcelo Carreiro Matias (TU Delft)

UNICAL students

Eindhoven:
Ilse de Jong (TU Delft)
Vera van Maaren (TU Delft)
UNICAL students

Attachment 4: 

Paris 
From city as centre to metropolitan area, presentation of the first competition in 2008
Frederic Mialet (In Press file Cité de l’Architecture et du Patrimoine, Paris)
Whilst inner Paris, with its 2million inhabitants, covers an area of 105 km., Paris as a conurbation extends over more than 2500 km2and is home to some 12 million people … The question of how to define and organise this “Greater Paris” exercised the minds of politicians, urban planners and architects throughout the 20th century. 
“Le Grand Pari de l’agglomération parisienne” [the great Paris conurbation wager] is an international competition launched by the Ministry of Culture and Communication. It is addressed to multidisciplinary teams assembled by architects and urban planners for the purpose of redefining the structure of the metropolitan area and proposing possible strategies. The objective is to broaden a debate that currently takes place at regional level (Île-de-France master plan or SdrIF) and, against a background of international competition between cities, to speed up the search for solutions to the problems of the city of Paris, by exploring beyond existing urban planning methods and models. 
Objective, issues and challenges
When Cité de l’architecture & du patrimoine opened in September 2007, the President of the Republic expressed the wish for a “new project for the global development of greater Paris” to be explored through an international consultation process. 
On June 4, 2008, ten teams were selected by a panel of central government and local government representatives. They then had nine months, punctuated by meetings with the many actors involved in the development of the region, to mature their ideas. The teams presented their final proposals on March 12to the competition’s scientific council and steering committee, and five days later at a public hearing. 
More than just a competition of ideas, “Le Grand Pari de l’agglomération parisienne” is a research and development project, whose outcomes will serve to clarify the pro​cess of political decision-making. The ten teams have helped to construct a “territorial approach” to the analysis of the future of the 21st-century metropolis in general, and of the Paris conurbation in particular. 
The competition is divided into two parts. The first part resembles a piece of basic research focusing on “the 21st-century post-Kyoto metropolis”. The second part takes the form of applied research on “a diagnostic forecast for the Paris conurbation”. 
These two research subjects raise the question of how users and institutions take ownership of space in the contemporary city. Both are intended to generate the unders​tanding required for the emergence of a territorial strategy. Both of them seek to develop tools for the long-term development of the metropolitan area. And finally, both will need to provide arguments that can underpin the negotiation, the consultation and the deci​sion-making that constitute urban governance. 
Programme
The 21st Century post-Kyoto Metropolis 
Under the Kyoto protocol, the signatory countries have precise targets for cutting green​house gas emissions by 2012, in the hope of slowing down global warming... By aligning itself with the protocol, this element of the competition stresses the importance of sus​tainability for the Paris metropolis, a guiding thread in all the research projects. 
The teams looked at the questions of governance, urban forms and flows, collective representation, etc., which apply in a metropolis that is undergoing rapid and often unmanaged change. Their ideas matured in particular through comparisons between Paris and other major international cities (New York, Tokyo, São Paulo, Mexico City, etc.). They identified the environmental, economic, societal and cultural challenges facing cities in this new century.
The representations that spring from this research are replete with innovation and poetry that provide glimpses of what this space might become. 
Diagnostic forecast for the Paris conurbation
The second piece of research is also conceived as a second phase. On the basis of the previous theoretical investigations, the teams were asked to draw up projects for the Paris metropolis. Their diagnostic forecast highlights two major challenges. 
Firstly, it raises a geographical question. How big should “Greater Paris” be? The teams were able to translate this first question into proposals designed to create a genuine urbano-regional identity. Depending on each team’s sensibilities, taking ownership of urban territory begins with the remodelling of transport services, with flagship projects to create new urban centres, with the construction of new public amenities... 
Moreover, their analysis reiterates the singularity of the Paris region. The city’s distinc​tive qualities and features are highlighted and confirmed as assets in the international rivalry between capitals. 
https://www.ateliergrandparis.fr/aigp/conseil/consultation2008.php
Attachment 5: Organisers

PACT, Platform for Alternatives in City and Territory 
(http://www.pact-eu.eu/)
· Yvette Masson Zanussi (Inspector at the French Ministry of Culture)
· Joost van Iersel (former Dutch MP and Chair of the ECO Section of the European Economic and Social Committee)
· Marco Stathopoulos (architect Paris and professor at Ecole Speciale d’Architecture)
· Piero Vespignani (architect Venice)
· Rob Docter (Urban Policy Advisor)

Assistant

· Giulia Todeschini (architect Venice)
Delft University of Technology, Faculty of Architecture and the Built Environment (https://www.tudelft.nl/en/architecture-and-the-built-environment/)
· Roberto Cavallo (Director of Education)
· Joran Kuijper (Researcher and Lecturer)

with 
Royal Instutute of Dutch Architects BNA
· Jutta Hinterleitner (Program Manager Research) 
Iuav University of Venice
UNICAL University of  Calabria 
UIR International University of Rabat, Faculty of Architecture 
POLIMI Politecnico di Milano 
La Sapienza University of Rome, Architecture Department
Special thanks to Roberto Cavallo, Joran Kuijper, Jutta Hinterleitner, Fabrizia Berlinghieri and Esther Giani for their valuable support,

to Encore Heureux, Curators of the French Pavilion, and Esperienza Pepe, Biennale Urbana, for their warm welcome and collaboration. 
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Attachment 6 : How to get around
General information:
http://actv.avmspa.it/en/content/prices
https://www.google.nl/maps/place/Veneti%C3%AB,+Itali%C3%AB/@45.4328178,12.3188772,14z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x477eb1daf1d63d89:0x7ba3c6f0bd92102f!8m2!3d45.4408474!4d12.3155151
From the airport to the city :
Please be aware that the Linea Ali Laguna (boat connection) is expensive. It is easier to reach the city by bus to Piazzale Roma. Buses can be found right outside from the exit of the arrival hall. Tickets (also for water transport in the city) can be purchased at the ticket office in the arrival hall. 
Please note there are also reduced fares for (student) groups.  (check the ACTV website)
To the Lido :
The vaporetto has he same rate as within the city. 
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